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March 1, 2019 

 

Mr. Haiyesh Shah       

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

Bureau of Case Management 

Floor 5 West 

P.O. Box 420, Mail Code 401-05F 

401 East State Street 

Trenton, NJ 08625-0420       

Transmitted via email to: 

         Haiyesh.Shah@dep.nj.gov 

 

Subject: Monthly Report: February 2019 

Truck Stop + Check Cash + Fuel Station (Portion of PJP LF) 

Block 11702, Lots 3 + 4 

Skyway Park (Portion of former PJP LF) 

Block 11701, Lot 5 + Block 11702, Lots 5, Parts of 3 & 4 + Block 11706, Lots 1 & 2 + Block 

11707, Lots 1 & 2 

400 Sip Avenue, Routes 1 & 9, Jersey City, Hudson County, NJ 

NJDEP Preferred Identification Number: 216727   

 

 

Dear Mr. Shah, 

 

As mutually agreed upon during the August 16, 2017 meeting attended by representatives from the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency (“USEPA”), the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

(“NJDEP”), and the City of Jersey City (“the City”) to discuss the PJP Landfill Site and a Notice of Deficiencies 

(“NOD”) letter issued by NJDEP, the City is submitting this monthly report for February 2019.  The below is 

organized by portion of the Site: the Truck Stop + Check Cashing + Fuel Station Site (“PJP Check Cashing Site”), 

and the greater Skyway Park (“PJP Landfill Site”). 

 

 PJP Check Cashing Site 

o Underground Storage Tank (“UST”) Removals 

 Construction Work 

 A Release of NTP request from the Department of Administration was sent to the 

Division of Purchasing on December 27, 2017.  The Division of Purchasing 

issued the NTP to Aurora Environmental on December 28, 2017 for a 

construction commencement date of January 2, 2018. 

 Aurora began demolition of the canopy, pump islands, and concrete on January 

22, 2018. 

 Aurora unearthed the 550-gallon UST behind the building on the Site to find that 

it is larger than expected (at least 2,000-gallons in volume) and is partially 

underneath the foundation of the building, requiring partial demolition of the 

building to extract the UST. 

 After conducting test pit excavations at the locations of various anomalies 

detected using ground-penetrating radar (GPR), Aurora identified six (6) 
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additional unforeseen USTs. Test pits conducted and their findings are as follows 

(and indicated in the attached figure): 

o A1: concrete block and metal shavings 

o A2: two (2) USTs, approximately 6,000-gallons in volume, appearing to 

be directly connected to E1 pump island 

o A3: nothing present 

o A4: four (4) USTs ranging from 1,000- to 10,000-gallons in volume 

o E2: conveyance piping 

 On March 14, 2018, the City Council approved a change order in the form of a 

resolution (Resolution 18-283) to include these additional items into the scope of 

work.  Aurora began the new scope of work during the week of April 2, 2018.  

Inclement weather set back construction work slightly.  All identified USTs were 

removed as of May 18, 2018; the full scope of original and additional work was 

complete on May 25, 2018. 

o Remedial Investigation (“RI”) 

 RI Sampling 

 A round of groundwater sampling occurred on November 16, 2017.  More 

sampling occurred over the course of the UST removals, as specified in the bid 

documents. 

 Two new monitoring wells were installed to facilitate further testing (see section 

on “RI Report Due Date” below for more information). 

o The second sampling event for the monitoring wells occurred on August 

16-17, 2018. 

 Synoptic Sampling 

 Synoptic sampling was coordinated with Boswell Engineering (consultant for the 

Skyway Park portion of the PJP Landfill Site on behalf of the City) and with 

Prologis.  The first round of sampling was completed the week of October 16, 

2017.  The second round of sampling was completed on November 16, 2017. The 

final round of sampling was completed on December 16, 2017. 

 Hudson Essex Passaic Soil Conservation District Permit 

 The Hudson Essex Passaic Soil Conservation District (“HEP SCD”) Permit was 

sent to HEP SCD on October 26, 2017 and approved on November 15, 2017.  

The City completed and submitted the Start Notice page prior to commencing 

work, as required. 

 RI Report Due Date 

 As discussed in a February 7, 2018 conference call with USEPA and NJDEP, the 

City will submit one (1) report encompassing both the RI and the UST Closure.  

The City sent to USEPA and NJDEP a thirty (30) day extension request on 

February 15, 2018, which was signed and approved by NJDEP on the same day.  

The new due date for a joint RIR and UST Closure Report was April 24, 2018. 

 Due to developments on the UST removals described above and pursuant to a 

conference calls with USEPA and NJDEP on February 26, 2018 and April 16, 

2018 updating all on the City’s findings, the City sought a further extension to 

accommodate the work necessary to partially demolish the building on the Site, 

remove the UST obstructed by the building, remove the additional six (6) USTs, 

and conduct all other associated sampling and disposal of materials.  The City 

sent to USEPA and NJDEP a sixty (60) day extension request on April 19, 2018, 

which was signed and approved by NJDEP on the same day.  The new due date 

for a joint RIR and UST Closure Report was approved for June 26, 2018. 
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 In email correspondence on May 18, 2018, the City’s consultant Arcadis detailed 

finding LNAPL and other substances in the excavation of the newly discovered 

USTs, along with some stained fill with a strong odor below the water line.  A 

release may have occurred in the USTs in Anomaly A4.  The City will need 

additional time to investigate the potential release and the LNAPL, and to 

incorporate any findings into the combined RIR and UST Closure Report.  As 

such, the City must now install two new monitoring wells and conduct at least 

two monitoring events thirty (30) days apart from each other and account for 

additional time needed for data validation.  The City sent to USEPA and NJDEP 

a one-hundred-twenty (120) day extension request on June 14, 2018, which was 

signed and approved by NJDEP on the same day.  The new due date for a joint 

RIR and UST Closure Report was approved for October 19, 2018. 

 The Combined RI/UST Closure Report was submitted to USEPA and NJDEP on 

October 19, 2018 and is awaiting review. 

o Current Use 

 As discussed during a Site Visit on October 16, 2018, the Jersey City Fire Department is 

staging a temporary firehouse on the Check Cashing Site.  It has installed and connected 

three trailers with electric and water to accommodate on-call firefighters.  It is also 

currently assembling an area to house firetrucks.    

 

 PJP Landfill 

o Biennial Certification for Groundwater Classification Exception Area and Well Restriction Area 

 The City submitted the Biennial Certification for Groundwater Classification Exception 

Area and Well Restriction Area to NJDEP and USEPA on January 24, 2018. 

o Landscaping 

 A landscaping event occurred between September 4 and 5, 2018 and included the 

following items: 

 Mowing/clearing paths to and around all gas vents, monitoring wells, and 

sediment sample locations 

 Mowing/clearing on and around gravel/established vehicle paths 

 Mowing the northern, eastern, and southern portions of the Site 

 Clearing phragmites around monitoring wells MW-6S and MW-7S on the 

western portion of the Site 

 Clearing any vegetation within the gas vent enclosures 

 Filling of any found burrow holes with topsoil/clean fill  

 Clearing any small trees growing on the capped areas throughout the Site 

 As discussed during a Site Visit with NJDEP on October 27, 2017, the City specified that 

mowing on flat portions end 1-2 feet down the slopes for this and future landscaping 

events to ensure the vegetation is in place to prevent erosion.  Paths were mowed to 

sampling locations (such as SW-2) as needed.  

o Hartz Mountain Encroachment 

 After final approval of the plans from NJDEP on October 11, 2017, Hartz Mountain 

began construction the week of October 23, 2017.  Boswell Engineering oversaw the 

work daily on behalf of the City. NJDEP attended a Site Visit on October 27, 2017 to 

observe the work.  Work was completed on November 2, 2017. 

 As per NJDEP’s instructions, Hartz Mountain sent its restoration report to the City, not to 

NJDEP, on November 10, 2017.   

 Boswell Engineering reviewed Hartz Mountain’s report and submitted it with its own 

report to the City on December 1, 2017, as per NJDEP’s instructions.  Following review 

of both reports, the City sent both with a cover letter via email on December 15, 2017.  
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Hard copies were sent to USEPA and NJDEP on December 21, 2017, as requested by 

NJDEP. 

 NJDEP approved all submitted reports on May 17, 2018. 

o Air Monitoring 

 The City attended a Site Visit with Robin Jones of NJDEP’s Air Monitoring group on 

October 24, 2017 during which carbon barrels were inspected and the air permit was 

reviewed.  The City transmitted to NJDEP copies of past Annual Monitoring Reports and 

other documents relevant to air monitoring on the PJP Landfill Site.  NJDEP is reviewing 

the documents and in contact with the City’s consultant to discuss past data and evaluate 

steps forward. 

 NJDEP issued to the City a NOV on December 14, 2017, which the City acknowledged 

receipt of immediately.  Pursuant to NJDEP’s instructions, Boswell Engineering is 

formulating a new air sampling plan and working with Emissions Measure Standards.   

 Boswell Engineering sought a sixty (60) day extension on the new air sampling plan from 

NJDEP on February 15, 2018.  NJDEP approved the extension request and issued an 

amended due date of April 15, 2018, but did not inform the City or Boswell Engineering 

of the extension.  A further extension was granted on April 10, 2018, with a new due date 

of June 15, 2018. 

 Boswell Engineering’s Professional Services Agreement with the City for O&M Services 

on the Site expired on March 31, 2018, but the City has required Boswell to follow 

through with amending the air sampling plan until completion and approval by NJDEP. 

 Boswell Engineering submitted the new Air Monitoring protocol to NJDEP on June 15, 

2018 for review and comments.  After receiving comments, Boswell Engineering replied 

to NJDEP with a revised protocol for review.   

 The City received the finalized sampling protocol on December 11, 2018 from Boswell 

Engineering, along with a Carbon Breakthrough Report.   

 After reviewing and clarifying the protocol with NJDEP, Maser Consulting conducted 

sampling for the third week of February 2019 with Robin Jones of NJDEP in attendance.  

As per Robin Jones’s instructions, the City will report results within sixty (60) days of 

sampling. 

o Continued Operations and Maintenance (O&M) 

 The 2017 Annual Inspection + Maintenance + Monitoring Report (IMMR) was submitted 

by Boswell Engineering on March 27, 2018.  The City has required that Boswell be 

available to answer any follow-up questions or requests from USEPA and NJDEP 

regarding the 2017 Annual IMMR, in addition to the above regarding the air sampling 

plan.  

 On March 28, 2018, the City Council approved a resolution (Resolution 18-322) 

authorizing the City to enter into a Professional Services Agreement with Maser 

Consulting, PA, for O&M Services on the Site through the first quarter of 2019.  The 

Agreement’s scope of work includes all O&M activities described in the O&M Plan, 

seasonal or as-needed landscaping, and Sip Avenue Ditch analysis and repair oversight. 

 In accordance with correspondence with NJDEP and USEPA, Per- & Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances (PFAS) sampling and analysis have been incorporated into regular O&M 

activities. 

o Geo-web Bank Stabilization 

 The City included the design, bid, and construction of the geo-web bank stabilization in 

the Sip Avenue Ditch in its Request for Proposals for O&M on the Site.  A Professional 

Services Agreement including Sip Avenue Ditch oversight was awarded to Maser 

Consulting, PA, for O&M Services through the first quarter of 2019. 
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